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SUBJECT: NCO SUPPORT FOR GOA RIGHT OF OPTION PROGRAM 

REF: A) STATE 267187, B) STATE 263658 

1. EMBASSY HAS DISCUSSED POSSIBILITY OF NCO 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FOR GOA RIGHT OF OPTION 
PROGRAM WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF UNHCR, ICRC AND 
ICEM. ALL LOCAL OBSERVERS AGREE THAT THERE IS A 
GREAT NEED FOR NCO ORGANIZATION INVOLVEMENT IF 
THE ARGENTINE RIGHT OF OPTION PROGRAM RESULTS IN 
THE RELEASE OF A SUBSTANTIAL PERCENTAGE OF THE 
ESTIMATED FOUR TO SIX THOUSAND POLITICAL PRISONERS 
BEING HELD BY GOA AUTHORITIES. THERE IS FURTHER 
AGREEMENT THAT BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL 
SUBVERSIVE LABEL ATTACHED TO THE DETAINEES IT WILL 
BE DIFFICULT FOR ARGENTINE VOLAGS TO AID 'IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THIS PROGRAM, THE GOA DOES NOT 



AT PRESENT FORESEE THE NEED FOR INTERNATIONAL NCO 

SUPPORT FOR THE RIGHT OF OPTION PROGRAM WHICH IS ONLY IN ITS 


START UP PHASE. THE NCO REPS CONTACTED AGREE THAT THE LOGICAL 
ORGANIZATION TO ADMINISTER SUCH A PROGRAM IN ARGENTINA WOULD BE 
ICEM_KHICH HAS PERSONNEL WITH EXPERIENCE AVAILABLE FROM THEIR 
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'CHILEAN PROGRAM AND IS ANXIOUS TO UNDERTAKE THE WORK. 

2. ICEM HAS ALREADY APPROACHED THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR TO 
OFFER THEIR SERVICES. MININT UNDER SECRETARY PALACIOS REPLIED 
THAT THE GOA SAW NO NEED FOR INTERNATIONAL NCO ASSISTANCE IN 
THE RIGHT OF OPTION PROGRAM AS THE NUMBERS PRESENTLY INVOLVED 
WERE SO SMALL. (EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT OVER 500 CERTIFICATES 
IN RIGHT OF OPTION GASES HAVE BEEN I SUED .-BY SPANISH AND 
ITALIAN EMBASSIES FOR PRISONERS WHO HAVE*-GLAIM TO DUAL - 

NATIONALITY.) ICEM DIRECTOR, JOHN THOMAS; WILL BE VISITING 
ARGENTINA FROM DECEMBER 3 TO 8 TO HOLD FURTHER DISCUSSIONS^ 

WITH SENIOR FONOFF AND MININT OFFICIALS ON ICEM SERVICES. 

.3. ICRC LATIN AMERICAN DELEGATE NESSI TOLD EMBASSY OFFICERS 
ON NOVEMBER 15 THAT ALTHOUGH ICRC FAVORED RIGHT OF OPTION 
PROGRAM AS IT WOULD IMPROVE OVERCROWDED PRISON CONDITIONS, 

IT DID NOT SEE A ROLE FOR THE ICRC IN ITS ADMINISTRATION. 

NESSI SAID THAT THE ICRC HAD TAKEN THE SAME POSITION IN CHILE 
AND THAT RED CROSS WOULD NOT INVOLVE ITSELF IN A 
POLITICAL PRISONER RELEASE PROGRAM UNLESS THERE WAS NO 
OTHER ORGANIZATION AVAILABLE. HE STATED THAT ICEM WAS BOTH 
ABLE AND WILLING TO UNDERTAKE A COORDINATING AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE ROLE IN AN ARGENTINE DETAINEE RELEASE PROGRAM 

IF REQUESTED BY GOA. 
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